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you certainly find them in Irish and Gaelic traditional legends, or in such
legends committed long ago to writing by Irish scribes. They have quali-
ties, magical qualities, shared by the Roumanian popular tales, though
whether the Roumanians are a trifle Celtic by race I cannot pretend to
say. They are as poetical as cataracts breaking through the mist on a
black hillside, but they are as incoherent. The authors of these legends
believed in magic, and in the legends everything is magical, and all 1s
melancholy and regret. Nothing ends well and happily.” He then
launches into an interesting comparison. ¢ Now, if one compares these
Irish and Gaelic traditions with the Scandinavian Sagas, in these,
too, the stories do not ‘end well' (for they go on till everybody is
buried), but then the Sagas are coherent and constructive; there is no
wailing regret, as in the Celtic legends; the magic is not poetical, but is
practical witchcraft. The poetry is stern; the minor key is not sounded,
whereas in Celtic poetry or legend it is never silent. The Sagas are the
work of a strong, winning people, who put their work through and were
done with it; a people who never dreamed that they 'dwelt in marble
halls,” and that somebody else came and kicked them out, and left the hall
to the night wind to walk in, and the hare to ¢ kindle on the hearth-stane.’
The Scandinavians were not at all in the line of despairing sentiment and
wistful retrospection. Again, they were quite free from the childish
exaggerations of Celtic legend. In the Irish, Diarmid overthrows whole
regiments single-handed, binds with magic bonds whole companies of men.
Using his lance for a leaping-pole, he springs over the heads of armies.
Now, in the Scandinavian Sagas a man may be as strong as Grettir, but
he does nothing which a very strong man, say Mr. Sandow, could not do
if he put his hand and his heart to it. Diarmid, in the Irish, does not
leap, he flies; but in the Njal’s Saga, when Skarphedin makes a great leap,
it is a possible leap. The distance is given, and it is just about Professor
Wilson’s leap over the Cherwell, or Mr. Charles Fry’s record, 23 feet
and some inches. Now, are these differences between the Scandinavian
and the Celt due to race, to difference of blood, or to differences of circum-
stance and climate and country and environment ? They are, at all events,
the differences between a fighting and winning and a fighting but losing
people. The Celts had as good harbours and access to the sea as the
Norsemen, but they never conquered the sea as the Vikings did. They
dreamed of Avalon, but they did not discover America, like Leif the Lucky
and Eric the Red. They poetized, decorated MSS., cut their neighbours’
throats in a homely way among themselves, and converted Scotland (no
easy task), but you do not find them among the Varangians at Micklegarth.
Runes, not Oghams, are carved on the Grecian lion. On the other side,
the puerile and tedious exaggeration of the Celt recurs in Brahmanic
legends in India, though nobody says that the Brahmans are Celtic.”
He winds up with the sound conclusion that if ** Keltic " blood has been
transmitted—a physical impossibility beyond the tenth generation, by the
way, if unreinforced by further additions—or not, being or not being
‘“ Keltic " has little to do with the matter of genius.
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REVIEWS.

GarLroway Gossip EiGHTY YEARs Aco: DBeing a Series of Articles
1llustrative of the Manners, Customs and Peculiarities of the
Aboriginal Picts of Galloway. By R. DE BRruUceE TROTTER,
L.F.P.S.G.,,L.R.C.P.E. With an Introduction by S. R. CROCKETT.
Dumfries : The Courier and Hevald Pyess.

HIS book, which is the second of a series, the third being promised,
dealing with sections of Galloway, is a remarkably interesting and
entertaining volume. In the first place, and for the main part, it isa

collection of gossipy folk-tales, anecdotal, historical, racy, pathetic, but al-
ways interesting, the reminiscences of a doctor's widow, told in the sturdy
and venerable folkspeech of Galloway and of a large district of Lowland or
Saxon Scotland, the perusal of which, when once begun, will not be easily
relinquished, and which will be returned to again and again when enter-
tainment and relaxation are sought for. In the second place—and here its
special value to Vikings comes in—it is a mine of wealth to the ethnologist,
philologist, and student of folklore. These several aspects are too exten-
sive to treat in the limited space of a review, but, so far as a portion of
them is concerned, will be more fully dealt with on a future occasion. A
few citations may be given as samples of the interesting items treated of
in the volume.

“ Like the ¢Shire’ volume,” says the author, ¢ the object of this
‘ Stewartry ' one is to hand down to posterity the characteristics, peculi-
arities and modes of thought and language of the aboriginal Pict [sic] of
Galloway as they existed 8o years or so ago, before the province was
overrun by the hordes of ‘incomers,” who, of late years, have almost
crowded out the natives, especially in the towns and larger villages, and
as they exist yet in the pastoral districts.” And then, speaking further of
the language, he says, the book is ““ actually written in Scotch, that * vulgar
corruption of English,” just as it was spoken by the people of Galloway,
and just as it is spoken by ‘ the people’ yet, all over Scotland (Aberdeen-
shire and Forfarshire and the Gaelic and Glasgow-Irish districts excepted).”
Further, he explains that “ the writer has a speaking knowledge of every
dialect of Scotch, including two of Glasgow-Irish and two of Ulster-Scotch,
as well as of five dialects of vernacular English, including the Northum-
brian, and he finds that there is a sort of Scottish ‘lingoa geval’ which
prevails from the Solway Firth to the Solway, with no appreciable differ-
ences except slight variations of tone and accent, and the book has been
written in that ¢ general Scotch ' from which all the dialects of the language
appear to have been derived—the dialects of Aberdeen, Forfar, and the
Border Counties having apparently been modified by large settlements of
foreigners there. The reader may therefore rest assured that he has before
him in this book a genuine specimen of strictly grammatical Scotch, as
observed in every dialect of the language, except the Northumbrian and
Glasgow-Irish, which have distinct grammars of their own.” He then
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adduces the chief points of difference between Scotch and English
grammar, and also shows the former’s differences from the ‘ bastard
Scotch ' which frequently appears in print.

Such disquisitions, it is obvious, are of the first importance to
language research; but when one comes to diagnose this language of
the so-styled ‘* aboriginal Picts '’ of Galloway, it is found, mivabile dictu!
to be a kind—we will not offend the author by saying a dialect—of
English or Anglo-Saxon, with, be it added, a certain intermixture of
Norse. In conning over the numerous folkspeech tales, we have under-
scored some 200 words which are not in use in Southern or modern literary
Eoglish, and of these we observe no small percentage is Norse. It is
only needful to cite such examples as these :(—speer (to ask) (Dan., sporge) ;
waur (worse) (D., verre) ; yt (that) (D., at); greet (weep) (D.. grede) ; holm
(D., holm) ; scaur (D., skjer); skail (depart) (D., skille); bairn (D., barn) ;
ged (pike) (D., gjedde) ; gar (make) (D., giore), etc. If, therefore, Norse
words have so extended a representation in what the author calls the
' general language,” not of Galloway alone, but of all Scotland, a wider
influence from their conquests than Scottish authors usually allow must
be inferred. Furthermore, when it is seen that the English or Anglo-
Saxon tongue fills a still larger part, it is hard to see how the author
establishes his claim for his ** language of the aboriginal Pict.”” Obviously,
the '* Pictish '’ or '* Celtic ' tongue is conspicuous by its absence.

Similar interesting conclusions are involved when one follows the author in
his disquisitions into ethnic or kinlore questions. He cites as components
of the Scottish nation ten great divisions. But there is practically no ethnic
distinction between six out of the ten. Differences resulting from isolation
there may be, but no ethnic difference. Presuming that the blue eye and
the red or light-coloured hair are the marks of Teutonic and Scandinavian
origin, and the black hair and eye, of Celtic or ‘ aboriginal Pictish”
origin, his enumerations are thus grouped :—Teuto-Scandinavians : (1) Fin-
gauls, (2) Annandale Norsemen, (3) Farmers, (4) Ayrshiremen, (5) Picts
and (6) Caledonians. Pure Kelts: (7) Gossacks or Kreenies, (8) < Fairies."”’
Mixed Kelts: (9) Low County Hillmen and (1o) Mongrels and Irish.
Space forbids us quoting extracts on this interesting section, which must
be deferred to the special treatment we have previously alluded to. We
cannot, however, resist citing his description of the Fingauls:—' There’s
the Fingauls, they’r a lot o’ clever-lookin’ fallas too; maistly verra lang
an’ weel-made, wi' lang faces, strecht [straight] noses an’ blue een, an’
wunnerfu’ feet for size. They’r maistly fair-hair’t, or licht-broon, an’ the
lasses is verra bonnie whun they’r young, but efter they’r twunty they get
verra coorse-lookin’. They'r commonest in Saterness, Co'en, Borgue,
Whithern, an’ Kirkmaiden, an’ there's odd yins o’ them a’ ower, but they'r
gettin’ geyly mix't up noo. They'r the descendants o’ the Norsemen,
though A think the Fingaul Colonies maun ’a come frae the Isle o’ Man,
for a gey wheen o’ the names o’ hills an’ things in their districks is in
Manx Gaelic.”

The work contains contributions towards other interesting studies,
antiquarian and other, but from what we have said, Dr. Trotter’s book will
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be seen to be one worth both reading and studying. He is a refreshingly
clear and outspoken writer, and not only the most exalted as well as the
humbler among his own countrymen, but mongrel and other Anglo-Saxons,
pass under his lash. The book is valuable more for its suggestiveness
than for its conclusions, and on account of the former quality it affords
a useful contribution towards a systematic treatment of the history, kin-
lore and tongue of Lowland Scotland.

StupieEs IN HisTorRy AND JURISPRUDENCE. By James Bryce, D.C.L.
Vol. i., Essay v.: PriMITIVE ICELAND. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
Price 25s.

Tue author of the brilliant series of studies in legal and constitutional
history now before us, rightly claims for Iceland the double distinction of
having produced a brilliant literature in poetry and prose and ‘“a Con-
stitution unlike any other whereof records remain, and a body of law so
elaborate and complex that it is hard to believe that it existed among men
whose chief occupation was to kill one another.” Both, as he might
further have pointed out, were highly developed at a time when the litera-
ture, laws and constitutions of modern Europe were barely beginning to
stir with slow life amid the ruins of the Roman Empire. Of the growth
and development of the legal and constitutional system he gives a full and
careful sketch, showing how its main features are due to the manner in
which Iceland was colonised, to its physical peculiarities, and to its isolated
position. Independent bands of settlers, planting themselves on the fertile
fringe of a land of ice-covered mountains and barren wastes, had little need
of a political constitution. But each Go8i among the settlers, with his
temple, became a centre whence sprang the various local Things. As the
land became more settled, and intercourse more general, the necessity for
some central body, to regulate the relations of men belonging to different
Things, gave birth to the Althing. The position and leading features of
the Althing, and its lack of any executive power, are brought clearly out,
the absence of any such power being due to the nature of the country and
its inhabitants, and to its position and physical condition, which offered
no temptation to any invader, and rendered any organisation for defence
unnecessary. The features which distinguish the polity of Iceland from
that which the original settlers left behind them in their original home
were due to the above causes, and the central organisation was created by
the leading men of the time to meet a recognised want. The author points
out the elaborate technicalities of the legal system, and notices a few of
the leading cases of legal proceedings described in the Sagas, among others
the curious instance of laying ghosts by legal process detailed in the
« Eyrbyggja Saga.” This, however, occurred immediately after the adopt-
ion of Christianity, and it may be plausibly conjectured that it was rather
the shape which the spiritual rite of exorcism tock, when carried out by
the judicial mind of an Icelander, than a native growth. The author refers
to piracy as an honourable occupation among the Icelanders ; but, though
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this was so in a measure, yet the Icelanders were far too much dependent
on foreign trade for all the comforts of life, to indulge their taste for a
Viking's life, except as individuals and at a distance from their native
shores. No Icelandic ships sailed out on an errand which might have
provoked dangerous reprisals. This brief essay, in which Mr. Bryce has
mapped out clearly the whole Icelandic legal system, may be strongly
commended to all readers of the Sagas, who will find it a valuable aid to
the clear understanding of the suits and legal proceedings therein recorded
A. F. M.

KiarRTAN THE ICELANDER: A TRAGEDY. By NewmanNn HowarD. London :
J. M. Dent & Co.  Price 4s. 64d.

IT is perhaps a sign of the growing interest in the Sagas of the North
that the author of this play has taken for his subject the famous story
from the '* LLaxdela Saga ’’ around which the late William Morris wove
his poem * The Lovers of Gudrun’ in ‘“ The Earthly Paradise.”” The
playwright has evidently studied the histories and Sagas, and has worked
much material from other sources into the story of the love and death of
Kiartan. The play, possibly, gains thereby in richness and movement,
though the tragic tale loses much of the force and intensity it has in the
simpler treatment of the original Saga, when it is interwoven with the
adoption of Christianity in Iceland and Snorri the Priest is made the
villain of the piece. However, in a play, historical accuracy must not be
too rigidly insisted on, though the author appears sometimes to go out of
his way to be inexact, as when, for instance, he turns the chieftains Gizur
and Hjalti into Christian monks, though any other names would have
suited his monks equally well. But, on the whole, life in Iceland in the
Saga-time is adequately represented. Apart from its setting, there are
many excellent points in the play, and the leading characters, Gudrun,
Bolli, Kiartan and Snorri, are well drawn, and offer much scope to an
actor. The writing is vigorous and picturesque, and were there a manager
bold enough to undertake it, we see no reason why the play should not be

successful on the stage.
A. F. M.

PoruLarR StTUDIES IN MyTHOLOGY, RoOMANCE AND FoLKLORE. No. 12,
THEe Eppa.—1. THE DiviNe MYTHOLOGY OF THE NORTH. By
WINIFRED Farapay, M.A. Lowndon : David Nutt. Price 64.

THis little handbook, though designedly written for the unlearned, is
well worth perusal. It gives an account of the Eddas and other sources
from which we draw our knowledge of the Asa Faith, and glances at
various theories as to their age and origin sufficiently to give an indication
of the points around which controversy has raged. The several poems
and myths are briefly sketched, and besides various quotations from the
lays, * Thrymskvi¥a ' is translated as a specimen. The author, in our
opinion, rather underrates Snorri’'s Edda, but her work will serve ad-
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mirably for those who are content with a clear outline of the Northern
Mythology, while it will point out the way to those who wish to study the
subject more deeply.

A.F. M.

SociaL AND IMPERIAL LiFe or¥ BRITAIN. VoL. I.—WAR AND EMPIRE.
By KenerMm D. Cotes, M.A. London : Grant Richards. Price 7s. 6d.

SoME two or three years ago, a little lad, who said he was reading
history, was questioned on his knowledge. But when he was asked what
he knew of King Alfred, he excused himself from answering on the ground
that that was prehistoric. His answer shows the school of historians from
which he was being taught the history of his fatherland, a school, happily
falling into discredit, that ignores the root from which our Empire springs.
No such ignorant error marks the volume before us, the first of a vast
work in which the author strives to set forth, not the mere sequence of
events which commonly serve as history, but the inner causes that have
determined that sequence, and graved the channels in which the life of a
people should flow. In his pages the period between the departure of the
Romans and the arrival of the Normans on our shores, as the last of a
long series of invaders, gradually looms out as the most important period
of all, the smithying time, during which, out of various strains of those
kindred Northern races who had for their birthright the seeds of freedom,
the English race was being forged into a weapon fit to sway an Empire.
He traces the causes that created the Vikings; the influence upon history
of their weapons, their military organisation and political constitution in
war and peace ; the result of successive waves of Vikings, Angles, Danes,
Norwegians, Normans, beating on the English coasts; shows how the
Viking spirit has shaped our history, and has, as the latest instance,
rendered it impossible for the descendants of the Vikings, settled as Out-
landers among an alien people, to remain without a voice in the Govern-
ment that ruled them. He, however, by no means confines himself to
English history, but from the teaching of history over the whole earth
evolves the principles that underlie the growth of freedom, though the
lessons taught by the history of the Gothic races loom most imposingly
through his pages. The result of this first volume is to show that war, n
spite of all its evils, is a necessary process in the advancement of civilisa-
tion and growth of freedom, and that the warrior alone can be a freeman
in the first instance, and can only retain his freedom by right of his readi-
ness to defend it. It is impossible in the space at our disposal to give an
adequate idea of the book, or of the vast and varied scope of it. The
following quotation from the author’'s Preface will, however, afford some
idea of it, and of his conception of the requirements of a genuine history.
«In history, if history were only politics and biography with a slight ad-
mixture of religion and war, compilation would be an agreeable task, with
the guidance and assistance of recognised authorities, whose names in the
footnotes would furnish a guarantee alike of good faith—that is, of ad-
herence to approved and stereotyped models—and of accuracy—that is, of
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agreement with those models. But if a student is dissatisfied with out-
lines, and with the usual limitations ; if he is aware that there is a science
of economics and a history of commerce; if he is not ignorant of the
existence of strategy and tactics, of military geography and the geography
of the sea-roads: if he knows anything of the story of the Church, of
literature, or of art, or of law, he leaves the beaten track, and undertakes
pioneer work, which is certain to be long and arduous, and almost equally
certain to be regarded as unnecessary and almost impertinent.” This
extract will show that the author claims to be the pioneer of a new method
of historical research, and in this one volume alone he has gone far to
justify his claim. According to the outline in his Preface, he proposes to
follow up this volume with others on '* The Diversity of National Life,”
“ The Geography of Sea-Power and Empire,” and * The Social and
Imperial Geography of Britain,” all of which he considers are required to
make up a rough sketch of the Social and Imperial Life of Britain. The
volume now before us alone runs to nearly 700 pages, so the complete
work promises to be monumental, not in size only, and we trust the author
may be spared to fulfil what he has so ably begun. The Vikings are likely
to play an important figure in more than one section of the work, which
deserves a hearty welcome from all who, like the members of this Club,
wish to see the works and deeds of our Northern forefathers valued at

their true worth.
A .F M.
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