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my own observation in the Orkneys and Shetlands I should say there is
urgent need for the same Society to step in to prevent the gradual destruc-
tion of the many memorials of antiquity yet existing there, which are now
being slowly improved off the face of the earth by the exigencies of an
ignorant and impoverished peasantry and the neglect of landed proprietors.

In this connection we may also deplore the frequency with which
ancient camps and earthworks are left to be overgrown with woods
and plantations, which render it difficult to trace their form, and
gradually destroy many of their characteristics. Cawthorn Camps,
an interesting group on the old Roman Road that ran from York to
Sandsend Bay, the ancient Dunum Sinus, are a notable instance.
Owing to the growth of young plantations it is now hardly possible
to distinguish peculiar curved salients that guarded the gates of the
two so-called ‘*Camps of the Auxiliaries,”” which earlier antiquaries

depict clearly.

To add to the list of ** Norsemen masquerading as Macs '’ furnished by
the Rev. Mr. McClure's paper in Vol. I., Part iii., p. 271, asalso of Norse-
men disguised as Englishmen, I add the following, which may serve as a
contribution towards a more exhaustive compilation. From far Cape
Town the name ‘* MacKeurtan '’ is reported, obviously the same as the
Kjartan of Saga time. The Irish ‘‘ Plunket ’ stands for Blondketel. The

English surnames ‘ Snarry,” ‘‘ Snare,” and *‘‘Snorey,"” are variants of
Snorri. The founder of the clan Campbell is said to have been a Dugald
Cambell or blackgail Gammel. ‘‘ Eohric’ of the '* Saxon Chronicle ’’ and

“* Yorick "' of Shakespeare are forms of Eric. * Doth" and ‘ Dow" of
Essex, London (Dowgate) and elsewhere, have documentary attestation
that they are the lineal descendants of a Scandinavian Thord, despite our
crazy antiquaries’ and historians’ derivation from the Celtic dwr (water),
or the impossible French d’ean. The Essex surname ‘‘ Siborne’ is Sig-
biorn. ‘' Thorburn” is Thorbiorn. ‘¢ Colburn,” **Coburn,” and ‘*Coving "’
are Kolbiorn. ‘ Thurtle,”’ * Turtle,” and * Tuttle” are Thorketel.
“Gorm” i1s Guthorm. ‘ Tooke,” * Tuke," etc., are Toke. *‘ Eohwils’’ of
the '* Saxon Chronicle ”’ is Egils. Lastly, the * Wellesleys,” * Wolseys,"”
and the * William Wallace,” the fighting hero of Scotland, are alike from
the same stock which dubbed the Wallaseys in the mouths of the Thames
and the Mersey, ¢.e., the Norse wealas.

THE speech of Mr. MacAleese, the introducer of the Irish Surnames
Bill—a Bill to allow Irishmen to assume the prefix of “O " or ** Mac” to
their surnames where absent—reminds us that in Ireland also Norse race
marks have been destroyed. It appears that these prefixes, at some period
previous to the poet Spenser’s time, were arbitrarily assumed in certain
cases by the heads of septs in Jreland for the strengthening of.the Irish
national feeling. Such a circumstance, only known, possibly, to students
of Irish history, would explain the Gaelic overlay of Norse surnames which
is often puzzling to Norse antiquaries, and also shows, by historical evi-
dence, the artificial basis of many modern Gaelic claims. To make Irish-
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men by tribal precept and voluntary mutations of surnames is certainly out
of the usual course of scientific ethnology.

A worxk which hasappeared during the year which is not without interest
to Norse students is '* Early Fortifications in Scotland : Motes, Camps and
Forts," by Dr. Christison, M.D. The writer has examined every mote,
camp, and hill fort in Scotland, of which upwards of 1,100 exist, and classi-
fied, illustrated, and described them. The three leading types are the
vitrified forts, motes, and square forts. Of the first there are 53 examples,
the best of which is Craig Phadraig, near Inverness. They are more
numerous in Argyll, Inverness and Nairn than in other shires. Dun
Angus in Aranmore is the most notable example out of Scotland. Their
origin is not necessarily prehistoric, nor of the Bronze period, and they
may even have been contemporaneous with the Saxon motes. A moteisa
palisaded mound very similar to a Saxon burk. Of these 150 exist in Scot-
land. Their distribution, as shown on the author's map, suggests, as the
author says, ‘ interesting questions concerning Saxon immigrations into
southern and eastern Scotland, and ethnological affinities between the
populations north of the border and those to the south of it.”” The word
‘“mote’’ also—but we are not aware whether the author points it out—
suggests kinship with the Norse mith, and moie as shown in such places as
Mortlake (Motlaeg) on the Thames, Morthoe (Mothoi) in Devonshire, etc.
As to the square type of fort, Dr. Christison demolishes the popular conten-
tion that they are necessarily Roman. Of the 83 alleged Roman works,
only seven have been proved to be Roman by the discovery of inscribed
stones or other relics. Obviously the author’s work is destructive of many
pet antiquarian prepossessions.

WrTH one thing is the Reformation in Scotland to be upbraided—with the
banning of Yule. Before the Reformation, north as south of the border,
Yule was celebrated, as the old Scottish rhyme suggasts—

““ Yule's come and Yule's gane,
And we hae feasted weel ;
Sae Jock maun to his flail again,
And Jenny to her wheel.”

New Year's Day, or Hogtide, still retains some of the old Yule customs,
and their likeness to those always current in the Shetlands and Orkneys
is unmistakable. The oaten cake prepared by thrifty housewives and
doled out with cheese and other additions to the *‘ puir bairns ’’ who come
to the door crying ** Hogmanay,” with perhaps the added rhyme—

“* My feet's cauld, my shoon’s thin,
Gie's my cakes and let me rin! "

are only another form of the Christmas boxes of the South. The evening
revels, with the ¢ guizards " and strolling players, resemble the masques
of the old English mummers. The ** hot pint "’ prepared on the approach
of midnight, a flagon of warm ale spiced with cloves, nutmeg and cinna-
mon, and fortified with spirits, are the counterpart of the * loving cup "' of
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the ancient Saxons. The drinking by each member of the family of the
wassail—' Waeshael!" *To your health!''—after the clock has struck the
last hour of the dying year, the mutual congratulations, and the sallying
forth to neighbours, bearing the tankard, buns, and short cake, to extend
the circle of congratulations, are only further addenda of the ceremony.

THAT Iceland is not a ** barren heritage '’ in all but legendary lore is, it
would appear from unmistakable signs, being slowly recognised. One of
these signs is afforded by a recent article on the water power of Iceland
which appears in Cosmos. Its immense waterfalls, it is there stated,
‘“would suffice to supply all the 75,000 inhabitants with as much light and
heat as they could possibly want, and might also open up the country
industrially. The Gulf Stream makes the climate quite bearable, in spite
of the high latitude. The three cataracts, Dettifoss, Gullfoss, and GoBafoss,
could develop a power greater than the largest waterfalls in Europe.
Their first duty would be to heat and light the capital, Reykjavik—a town
of 4,000 inhabitants, whose population has doubled during the last twenty
years—making use of a roaring torrent three miles from the town. The
soil of the island, which is of volcanic origin, is rich in minerals, and water
power is everywhere available for electro-metallurgical processes. If Ice-
land, it is remarked, took a more serious position in the minds of the
civilised world, its situation would be recognised as a valuable one for
scientific observations, and for the erection of a meteorological observatory,
which would contribute useful information as to the laws governing
tempests, and might also be of practical service in telegraphing warnings
of approaching storms.” To this it may be added that its fisheries, naval
harbours and geographical position make it of first importance to a naval
Power like our own, and there are valid reasons for believing that the
wishes of the population and high State policy would both be served by
some friendly arrangement with Denmark to the end of including it within
the orbit of the British Empire.

INcIDENTAL evidence of the truth of even the more extraordinary details
of Saga stories is repeatedly furnished, and that remarkable instance in
‘““The Wilkina Saga,” where Volundr is described as simply laying his
Sword of Sharpness lightly on a scoffer’s head and asking the man how he
feels, to which the man, rising from his seat, makes answer, “ A little
chilly in the inside,” at the same time falling asunder in two halves to the
ground, is nearly paralleled by the case of a man recently killed at Alder-
shot station by being caught by the buffers of a train. ** He seems,’’
states a report, ‘' to have received his death-blow without at first being
aware he had suffered any injury. When the train backed out he was
seen standing up and brushing his trousers, as though to remove the mere
dust of the impact. In another moment he fell dead.”” Kol's head speak-
ing after struck from the body, cited in Mr. Moffat's paper, is also an
incident in point. Cases of men receiving a fatal wound on the battlefield
without knowing that they have been hurt, or even hit, are also said to be
not uncommon. Death comes even more quickly than the shock of pain.
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UNSOLICITED testimony to the value of the Norse blend in the Pan-
Germanic stock of the population of the British Isles was recently afforded
by the Commander-in-Chief, Lord Wolseley. Speaking of Scotchmen
generally he remarked, ** Wherever I have gone—north, south, east, and
west—I have always found Scotchmen, and I have always found them
occupying prominent positions. This was more especially the case in
British North America, where I served for a number of years, which I
knew then, and which I think I may say I know tolerably well at this
moment. I have no doubt you have all heard of the great Hudson Bay
Company—a company of vast possessions, originally a great trading com-
pany in furs, which had posts from the Atlantic to the Pacific. All along
its line of posts I have travelled—many hundreds of miles—and I think I
am not exaggerating when I say that the chief officials were Scotchmen,
and that they generally came from that part of the country where I have
been recently travelling with Sir Donald Currie. They came from the
Western Highlands of Scotland, and many of them from the Orkneys and
Shetlands, and they were all doing well.”” One only comment need be
made on Lord Wolseley's speech, and that without invidiousness, which is
that it would be well if others, in alluding to ** Scotchmen,” would always
discriminate, as he here does, between Scotchmen of Norse strain and
others.

WHATEVER may be thought of difference of views as to the exact spot
of the landfall of Leif Ericsson, the fact that others are interested to furnish
a solution is cause for congratulation. Of these, Bishop Howley of
St. John's, Newfoundland, is the exponent of a particular theory. In a
recent lecture he has mapped out the probable course, in his view, which
Leif took after leaving Greenland as through the Straits of Belle Isle to
Point Roche, along the coast to Flower’s Cove and Magdalen Islands, and
finally bringing up at the mouth of the Miramichi River on New Bruns-
wick. Places in this neighbourhood were formerly termed Vin Island and
Bay de Vin, and here his lordship concludes was Vinland. He does not,
however, seem to make it clear how these names could have survived for a
century or more after the total destruction of the Norse colony.

THE tree-life of Western Greenland has recently been the object of atten-
tion by two American scientists, Messrs. Charles Schubert and David
White. Far to the north of the Arctic Circle they have been exploring
luxuriant tropical forests, in which palms, tree ferns, and other plants
belonging to the neighbourhood of the equator have been found. These
forests disappeared from the face of the earth several millions of years
ago, and their fossil remains are only now recovered from the strata of
rocks. Such a land would seem to localise Professor Sayce’s cradle-land
of the blonde races of the North, and the habitat of the mammoth, only
that the temperature of the equator would seem to be unfitted for such
denizens, unless there were some unknown qualifying circumstances.
Possibly, as in India and Africa, there may have been temperate highlands
interspersed with tropical lowland plains and valleys.
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Tue * well of English undefiled "—that is, undefiled by foreign admix-
ture—is undoubtedly the dialects and the folkspeeches of the shires. On
the authority of Dr. Bosworth, the Anglo-Saxon tongue in its power of
word-forming is equal to the Greek. Therefore, were it not for the Gallo-
Franko-Norman admixture, and the subsequent foolish classical craze, we
should have developed our mother tongue wholly without the present
indigestible classic scientific terminology. The gain this would have been
to popular education and progress is incalculable. As it is, the garden of
the higher knowledge is in England practically locked to the plain man
and the key thrown away. Less exposed to the whims of fashion and
change, the shire speeches have always been the conservators of our fore-
fathers’ speech, wherefore the * Dialect Dictionary "’ with which the name
of Dr. Joseph Wright is associated is worthy the support of all fatherland
lovers. For Vikings it has peculiar claims, for the Editor says :—* From
the words contained in this volume it would be easy to give a sketch-map
showing clearly those districts in which the Norse element is particularly
strong.”

IN weighing the value of folklore and the transmission of beliefs
and traditions from one age and people to another, oversight should
not be made of what may be called the unconscious and non-oral trans-
mission which sculpture is able to produce. The leading religions of
former times employed metal, stone, and other substances for the expres-
sion of their conceptions of the Godhead, divine persons, etc. Thus the
notion of winged angels is no traditional or oral transmission from Latin
mythology to Christianity, but an unconscious imitation, born of the
observation of the innumerable statues of winged Victories and goddesses
which were set up all over the Roman world. The number of these found
in Britain alone may amount to fifty. In a similar way the popular notion
that the Biblical devil has horns and a tail have no doubt been derived
from the inspection of certain well known grotesque stone presentments of
Pan, in which the hair and headgear and the mantle simulate the appear-
ance of horns and a tail respectively. The odium theologicum was always
sufficiently strong in the popular mind, in viewing the unintelligible sculptural
remains in the overturned Roman cities scattered throughout Britain, to
account for this and a good deal of other * popular theology,” and the
interpreter of folklore should not let out of his sight this possible con-
tribution to the variation of his subject matter.
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DEATH-ROLL.

MRr. SamueL Laing was the second Viking-Jarl of the Club. He
was born at Edinburgh in 1812, and died at Sydenham in the course
of last year, being consequently in his 87th year. He has been
described as '* the most distinguished Orkneyman of the century,
and his career was certainly a brilliant and varied one. He came
of a talented family, his father, Samuel Laing of Papdale, being
the translator of Snorri Sturlasson’s ‘** Heimskringla,” and the author of
able works on the social and political state of several European countries,
which ranked as models of their kind and were frequently quoted as
authorities by John Stuart Mill and other writers. His uncle, Malcolm
Laing, also achieved literary fame by his ‘** History of Scotland from the
Union of the Crowns to the Union of the Kingdoms.” He entered at
St. John's College, Cambridge, and took his degree in 1832, eminently dis-
tinguished as Second Wrangler and second Smith’s prizeman. St. John's
elected him a Fellow in 1834, but Mr. Laing subsequently entered at
Lincoln's Inn, where he was called to the Bar in 1840. In the following
year he became private secretary to Mr. Labouchere (afterwards Lord
Taunton), then President of the Board of Trade; and upon the foundation
of the Railway Department of the Board he was appointed secretary, and
thenceforth distinguished himself as a railway legislator under the suc-
cessive presidencies of Mr. Gladstone and Lord Dalhousie. In 1834 he
published ** A Report on British and Foreign Railways,” and gave much
valuable evidence before a committee of the House of Commons on rail-
ways. In 1845 he was nominated a member of the Railway Commission
presided over by Lord Dalhousie, and drew up the chief reports on the
railway schemes of that period. Inthereport of the Commission presented
to Parliament in 1846, which Mr. Laing prepared, his own ideas prevailed
as largely as his words.

In 1847 Mr. Laing resigned his post at the Board of Trade, and estab-
lished himself at the Parliamentary bar, where he soon gained a large
practice. In 1848 he was offered and accepted the post of chairman and
managing director of the Brighton Railway, and piloted it through a sea
of difficulties into safe water. In 1852 Mr. Laing became chairman of the
Crystal Palace Co., from which he retired in 1855, as well as from the
Brighton Co., but resumed his connection with the latter in 1867, and
again restored prosperity to the undertaking. He continued to be chair-
man of the Company until his death. The only other companies of im-
portance with which he was connected were the Railway Share Trust
(Limited) and the Railway Debenture Trust (Limited), of both of which
he was chairman.

Politics had for several years been occupying more or less of Mr. Laing’s
attention, and in July, 1852, he was elected in the Liberal interest for the
Northern Burghs, which he continued to represent till 1857. During the
Crimean War he was offered, but declined, the Under-Secretaryship for
War. He was re-elected to Parliament in 1859. He accepted under
Lord Palmerston the post of Financial Secretary to the Treasury, which
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he held till October, 1860, when he proceeded to India as Finance Minister.
Returned thence after a stay of a little over two years, he was once more
elected in July, 1865, to the Northern Burghs, but failed to secure a seat
in the election of 1868, but in 1873 was returned for Orkney and Shetland.
He was returned again without opposition in 1874, and re-elected in 1880.
At the election of 1885 he retired from public life. Mr. Laing was a Home
Ruler, and published a pamphlet on ‘* Rational Radicalism ” in 1883,

Throughout his life he took interest in scientific subjects, and in 1863,
in collaboration with the late Professor Huxley, he published a work on
* Prehistoric Remains in Caithness.” In 1883, the year of his retirement, he
published ‘* Modern Science and Modern Thought,” of which over twenty
thousand copies were sold. It was followed in 1870 by *‘ Problems of the
Future,” and in 1892 by '* Human Origins.” Of his other writings may
be mentioned ““ A Modern Zoroastrian " (another volume of essays) and
‘* A Sporting Quixote "’ (a novel).

He was offered the post of Lord Lieutenant of Orkney and Shetland b Y
Mr. Gladstone, but declined it owing to his advanced age. The offer
was then made to his son, Mr. Malcolm A. Laing, who accepted it. Mr.
Laing married in 1841 a daughter of Captain Cowan, R.A. His eldest
surviving son is Mr. Malcolm A. Laing, formerly a captain in the 14th
Hussars, and Lord Lieutenant of Orkney and Shetland ; and a daughter,
Mrs. Edward Kennard, is well known as a writer of sporting novels. He
took a great interest in the affairs of the Club, but his advancing years
prevented an active participation.









